
Chapters 15:36-21



Class 1 Introductory
Class 2            Acts 1:1-5:42

Class 3 Acts 6:1-9:43
Class 4           Acts 10:1-15:35

Class 5    Acts 15:36-21:14
Class 6           Acts 21:15-28:31

Outline of the Classes



The Preparation for the Christian Mission (1:1-2:13)
The Mission in Jerusalem (2:14-8:3)
The Mission in Judea (8:4-9:43)
The Inauguration of the Gentile Mission (10:1-15:35)
The Mission of Paul to the Ends of the Earth (15:36-21:40)

Material Covered in Class 4

Paul and Barnabas Separate
Paul in Lycaonia: Timothy
Through Asia Minor
Into Europe
Imprisonment at Philippi
Deliverance from Prison
Paul in Thessalonica
Paul in Beroea
Paul in Athens
Paul’s Speech at the Areopagus
Paul in Corinth
Accusations before Gallio

Return to Syrian Antioch
Apollos
Paul in Ephesus
The Jewish Exorcists
Paul’s Plans
The Riot of the Silversmiths
Journey to Macedonia and Greece
Return to Troas
Eutychus Restored to Life
Journey to Miletus
Paul’s Farewell Speech at Miletus
Arrival at Tyre
Arrival at Ptolemais and Caesarea
Paul and James in Jerusalem
Paul’s Arrest



Paul and Barnabas Separate

Paul and Barnabas had a disagreement over Mark (John)

Barnabas wanted to take Mark on the trip with them
Paul did not want to take Mark because Mark had deserted them at Pamphylia

Their disagreement was so strong that they split
Paul took Silas and went to Syria and Cilicia
Barnabas took Mark and went to Cyprus

Luke is saying:
God works even through tragic separations
Paul refers to Barnabas as a co-worker 





Paul in Lycaonia: Timothy

Paul meets Timothy:  Mother was Jewish and Father was Gentile
Paul had Timothy circumcised on account of the Jews of that region.
Why, if Paul was so adamant about Gentiles not needed circumcision?
He did not need it for salvation according to the teaching of the Apostles.

An uncircumcised son of a mixed marriage between a Jewish mother and a Greek 
Father would be a stumbling block for winning Jews
(See 1 Cor 9:20)

Timothy was circumcised by Titus, who had no Jewish blood  and was not circumcised

Paul hands on the letter to the Churches in Syria and Cilicia to other Churches
Letter for one Church become read in all the Churches as is true today.



Through Asia Minor

Paul sees all blocks in his ministry as the will of the Spirit of God to move in another direction
Common to see walls in the our paths as God directing us in other direction

Verse 10:  one of several “We” verses – Implies the author was present during 
these times.



Into Europe

Paul goes to Philippi – Note Paul’s letter to the Philippians.  

Lydia was already a worshipper of God.
It seems that Paul went to places where the Jews had already taught of God
Paul went to the synagogue – Seems that the women were God-fearers

Lydia and her household had been baptized
The faith of the family took the faith of the leader of the household

As was true for the Jewish faith and circumcised 
The beginnings of Infant Baptism
She seemed to be a leader of the community
Wealthy since Paul met at her house
She could be a widow



Imprisonment at Philippi

NOTE:  Another “we” verse.  Seems that Luke was an eyewitness to this event

At the place of prayer, they meet a slave girl with an oracular spirit (speaking for a god)
Paul heals her and he is beaten and put into prison. 

SLAVE GIRL
Paul heals person possessed by a spirit just as Jesus does

SILENCING OF THE SPIRITS
She claims that Paul and his companions are slaves of the Most High
Similar to Jesus who speaks that he is the Son of God and Jesus silences them

THE OWNERS OF THE SLAVE GIRL
She brought large profits to her owners
The owners saw the hope of their profits gone with her being healed
Charge falsely that Paul and the others are disturbing the peace, which is a lie (Jesus)

Healing  if it meant that one would give up profits?



Deliverance from Prison

Verse 24
They were beaten
The jailers were told to guard them securely
They were put in the innermost cell
They were secured by their feet to a stake.

After all this Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God

The converted jailer took them home to bathe their wounds and be converted
Paul and Silas returned to jail in the morning.



Paul in Thessalonica
Paul’s Letter to the Thessalonians 

Paul entered the city and met with the Jews
Paul was winning many converts, especially Greek converts

Some of the Jews became jealous and found some people to trump up charges 



Paul in Beroea

They are present as more fair minded than the people of Thessalonica
Because of the persecution by some of the Jews who came from Thessalonica

Paul splits from Silas and Timothy and goes to Athens with to reunite



Paul in Athens
There were many gods worshipped in Athens
Paul started his debate in the synagogue with the Jews and God-fearers and 

moved to the marketplace/public square
Some philosophers gather in the market place to listen to Paul
They were curious to hear something new and lead him to the Areopagus
The Areopagus literally meant the rock of Ares in the city and was a center of 
temples, cultural facilities, and a high court



Plaque marking Paul’s Sermon

Paul’s Speech at the Areopagus
The sermon addresses five main issues:
• Introduction: Discussion of the 

ignorance of pagan worship. 
• The one Creator God being the object 

of worship.
• God's relationship to humanity. 
• Idols of gold, silver and stone as objects 

of false worship.
• Conclusion: Time to end the ignorance.

1. Praises them for their religiosity
2. Paul claims to know the unknown 

God the pagans worship
3. Created the ordered world that 

humans might seek him
4. The Greek poets may have written of 

this desire for God
5. Jesus will judge the world and his 

role is confirmed by the resurrection

Paul knows his audience and is referring 
to finding God not in history of the 
Jewish people but in a natural religion, 
in creation, in the world.  



Paul in Corinth



Paul in Corinth

In Corinth, Paul meets Aquila and Priscilla, fellow tentmakers like himself
Paul stayed with them and worked until Silas and Timothy 
Then, Paul focused on preaching the Word

2 Cor 11:8-9, Paul tells them that he is supported by the Churches in Macedonia
It seems that Silas and Timothy must have brought money with them
Paul could live off that and no longer needed to work but preach

Paul gets angry over the Jewish refusal to believe and again turns to the Gentiles
Titus Justus, a worshipper of God, God-fearer, converts and his whole family
Crispus, a synagogue official, converts and his whole family (He is Jewish)

Paul seems to still be getting vision of Jesus (vs 9)



Accusations before Gallio

Gallio’s term in office was 51-52 AD – so this is the approximate year this takes place

Statement that the Romans found nothing wrong with Christianity.
This was a religious debate



Return to Syrian Antioch

Cut his hair
And took a
vow

Preached 
In the 
synagogue

Visited
The 
Church
In
Jerusalem

Back to Antioch



Third Missionary Journey



Apollos (in Ephesus)



Apollos (in Ephesus)

Paul’s followers corrected the teaching of Apollos



Paul in Ephesus

Paul, in Ephesus, met disciples who did not know about receiving the 
Holy Spirit
• They were baptized with the baptism of John 
• They were baptized in the name of Jesus and Paul laid hands on 

them (Confirmation)
• There were 12 men, similar to Pentecost – they also all spoke in 

tongues

Similar to Acts 8:14-17 where Peter and John lay hands on the 
Samaritans

Paul healing only but the touch of aprons and face clothes to his skin 
resembles Peter

Acts 5:12-16



The Jewish Exorcists

Jewish Exorcists were trying to invoke the name of Jesus over an evil spirit
It did not recognize the exorcists and over powered them

As work spread, the name of Jesus grew in esteem
Many turned away from their old ways

God’s power vs. Magic
This story is placed after the healings done by Paul
Juxtapose the works and wonders of God with the magicians

These magicians tried to use Jesus’ name to work their magical power



The Riot of the Silversmiths

The silversmiths made money making little shrines of Artemis
ARTEMIS was the great Olympian goddess of hunting, wilderness and wild 
animals. She was also a goddess of childbirth, and the protectress of the girl 
child up to the age of marriage.

Paul’s preaching was cutting into their profits saying that they are not gods at all

Caused great confusion in the city of Ephesus

It was a sense riot and many did not even know 
why they where there  They were 
just yelling something (vs 32)

The town clerk calmed them 
all by having them take 
the matter to court.  

Christians are left alone 
until they threaten another profits



Journey to Macedonia and Greece
In Greece, there was a plot against his life

Return to Troas



Eutychus Restored to Life
“We” is used again.

They broke Break – Eucharist
They gathered on the first day of the week – Sunday.  First mention of Sunday

Paul spoke until midnight
The young man Eutychus was sitting on the window sill

He fell asleep as Paul talked on and on
He fell from the third story window
He cured him and continued to preach until dawn



Journey to Miletus



Paul’s Farewell Speech at Miletus

Summary
• Summons the elders
• Pointes to his own mission and example
• Testifies he did not fail in his duty
• Alludes to his imminent death
• Exhorts them regarding future problems
• Prophesies apostasy and false teaching after his death
• Blesses his followers 
• Prays with them
• Exchanges farewell gestures

Paul becomes the example for all the elders
• Serve God and the flock by self-sacrificing labor
• Authentic teaching
• Careful pastoring, especially of the weak
• Be giving
• Not look for gain
• Should be courageous against attacks from within and without the Church



Arrival at Tyre
Arrival at Ptolemais and Caesarea

They try to dissuade him from going to 
Jerusalem.   Paul insists that he is 
willing to die in Jerusalem for Jesus



Homework

Final Class     
Acts 21:15-28:31


